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¢/ Read Englishmen’s English?
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I have heard several

. people tell me that in reading

English-language newspapers

, they find Chinese news far

easier to read than foreign

J news, and that they are often

at a loss to discover' the

meaning of even a very short

piece of news from some little

town in England or America.

I also feel that there are many

who can read without much

difficulty articles written by

Chinese on Chinese subjects

but cannot read those written

by Englishmen on English
subjects.

The trouble with such
people is that while they have
acquired a knowledge of the
English language, they have
not learnt much about the
English mind’, the English
character’, the English life,
the English traditions, and

so forth. They have not got,
so to speak’, the spirit of the
language. Imagine a man who
knows several thousand Han
characters’ and a great deal of
Han syntax and yet is entirely
ignorant of the Chinese mind,
the Chinese character, etc.
Do you think this man could
read even the ordinary Han-
language newspaper and
general literature in Han?
Reader, do you think you
are among those who know
English but as a rule find
great difficulty in reading
Englishmen’s English? I
am afraid you are. I would
advise you to read as much
as possible in general English
literature and to cultivate the
habit of thinking in English’.
I would also advise you to
read some concise history

of England and commit

to memory’ every bit of
knowledge about English life
and thought that you may
find in reading or study.
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The Third Wheel
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Complete the sentences.
You need the past simple in
sentences 6 — 9.
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I sat down at my desk and
worked for two hours.

1. The children have to
up when the teacher comes into the
classroom.

2.Toften___ to work in the

summer — it’s only twenty minutes

on foot.

3. I wantto _ Mount
Kilimanjaro next year.

4. Do you often when

you go to nightclubs?

5. The doctor asked me to
down on the bed.

6. The boys
swimming pool.

7. She

this morning.

into the

her bike to school

8. I was late, so I to the
bus stop, but I over.
9. She off the bus, went

into the station and a train.
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1. stand
2. walk

3. climb

4. dance
5. lie

6. jumped
7. rode

8. ran,fell

9. got,got
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