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As Jiu Yehui, author of Fleet
of Time, wrote in her novel’s
preface, the book is meant to
resonate especially with the post-
1980s generation. The novel’s
movie adaptation, which is to be
released on Dec 5, targets the same
demographic.
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The story begins with Chen
Xun (Eddie Peng) and Fang Hui (Ni
Ni) meeting during their first year
of senior high school, the time when
love’s kindred spirit first begins to
awaken. Peng’s character possesses
all the characteristics of a high
school hunk. He’s got a handsome
face, he’s class monitor, and he’s an
excellent basketball player. Ni Ni’s
character on the other hand is plain,
introverted and sensitive.
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You can probably guess what
happens next. A crush develops
between the two. They begin dating

and share their first kiss, and then

they begin to quarrel before finally
drifting apart from each other.
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The closing song plays over a
dramatic scene in which Chen, with
tears in his eyes, looks upon his
love for the first time after a long
separation. The audience is left to
wonder whether the two get back
together again.
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The film stands on themes of
youth, first love and friendship,
helping it to rouse the collective
memory of many in the post-
1980s generation. We’re also taken

back to China’s successful bid

for the 2008 Olympic Games and
the national soccer team’s first
appearance in the 2002 World Cup,
both of are hazy memories in the
minds of post-1980s kids.
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The film’s soundtrack is also
worth mentioning. When (from TV
series Return of the Pearl Princess)
and I Want to Shout I Love You
(from Japanese animation Slam
Dunk) played, I was taken back to
my high school days.
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The telecast audience rat-
ings of China Central Television’s
Spring Festival gala, or Lunar
New Year’s Eve gala, dropped to

an 8-year low with 690 million

viewers, while the number of the
show’s online streaming watchers
hit a world record high, according
to data released by the national
television station.
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11. Each, every
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12. No one, none
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14. Too much, much too
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15. Lonely, alone
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