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The word “soccer” dates back
to the 19th-century birth of modern
football. It has a more precise
meaning than the broader term

“football”, points out University
of Michigan professor Stefan
Szymanski in a new paper.
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People have been playing
football-like sports for centuries,
from the ancient Chinese cuju to the
Mayan game pok ta pok, which used
a rubber ball. Yet football as it’s
played in the World Cup was born
more recently in Britain.
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Some types of football had
long involved use of the hands —

“football” originally meant an
array of ball games played on foot
rather than horseback, and didn’t
necessarily refer to kicking. In 1871,
a group of clubs met in London to
form the Rugby Football Union, and
from then on the two versions of
football were distinguished as Rugby
Football and Association Football.
The latter is a mouthful, especially
compared to “rugby”,so it clearly
needed a nickname.
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But how did “association”
become “soccer” ? For one, it was
common at the time in England

to form slang by adding -er, like

“rugger” from Rugby. Plus, as the
Online Etymology Dictionary points
out, “those who did it perhaps shied
away from making a name out of the
first three letters of Assoc.”
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The popularity of football in
North America required another
name for association football, so
Americans used the British nickname

“soccer”. This was still a recognized
term at the time in England. The
word “soccer” wasn’t used widely
in publications until after World
War IL It then peaked in popularity
among the British from 1960 to 1980,
when soccer and football were used
almost interchangeably.
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Although it’s unclear why

“soccer” grew more common in
Britain after World War 11, it may
have been due to the popularity of
U.S. soldiers stationed there.
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In the 1980s we start to hear
the argument that soccer is an
American word. It is hard to think
of any explanation for the decline of

“soccer” in England other than the
rising popularity of the word soccer
in the U.S.
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massive, large, immense, vast, capacious.
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1.We’ ve spent too much money
recently.

Well, it isn’t surprising. Our friend
and relatives ____ around all the time.

A.are coming B.had come
C.were coming
D.have been coming
2.I'm tired out.I

and I don’t seem to have finished

all afternoon

anything.
A.shopped  B.have shopped
C.had shopped
D.have been shopping

3.Joseph to evening classes

since last month,but he still can’t say
what’s your name? In Russian.

A has been going B.went

C.goes D.has gone
4.Have you got any job offers?
No.I__ .
A.waited B.had been waiting

C.have waited D.am waiting
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